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Culture is the unique human attribute which is result of a relation of humans with their 
environment for the sake of security to survive in this world. It is an integrated pattern of human 
knowledge, beliefs and behaviours. Culture, thus defined, consists of language, ideas, beliefs, 
customs, taboos, codes, institutions, tools, techniques, works of art, rituals, ceremonies and other 
related components embracing all spheres of life. The development of culture depends, generally, 
upon human capacity to learn and to transmit knowledge to the succeeding generations. 
Every human society has its own particular culture or sociocultural system which overlaps 
other cultures to some extent. Variation in the cultural systems can be due to ground realities like 
physical existence of a particular region on the globe. Pakistan is no exception; growth and 
development of the Pakistani culture seems, somewhat, an amalgamation of the interaction of 
humans and their environment for centuries along with the impact of religious beliefs on their life. 
It also borrowed certain practices and traditions from Hindu Culture with which the people, now 
residing in Pakistan, have been sharing their lives for centuries. The other important feature is the 
local culture of different regions i.e. the Punjabi Culture, the Balochi Culture, the Sindhi Culture and 
the Pakhtoon Culture. Almost similar things attracted people to write about the culture and they 
opted to explain the culture of Pakistan with reference to religion, region and historical evolution. 
They also focused on the growth of culture with reference to previously existing cultures. In other 
words, the culture of this region has been studied with different ideological dimensions like religion 
(Islam), Modernism and the traditions prevailing in this region. Prioritization of the perspectives is 
according to the worldview of the writers. Keeping these perspectives in mind, the study of cultural 
historiography of Pakistan and comparative analysis of different writings will make it interesting to 
study the growth of diverse culture of this heterogeneous region.  
Introduction 
There exists no standard definition that can cover every aspect of the word ‘Culture’. Still there are 
multiple definitions that are being used to define this word as in the present time period culture is 
attracting many of the social scientists to understand the social growth and development. Certain 
social scientists are focusing on the cultural studies to understand the social phenomenon that are 
playing important role in designing attitudes of individuals, social groups and even that of the 
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nations. Culture can be defined as a system of shared heritage, beliefs, customs,traditions, 
language, cuisine, artefacts, values, human intellectual achievements, literature, painting, music, 
andhuman social behaviours that are being used for coexistence in a society by its members. Such 
things generally travel through generations and remain important part of a society with minor 
changes or if major, they keep the basic principles alive. 
 Pakistan, although is not a very vast country while talking about its landmass but it is rich 
in culture. Pakistan is geographically divided into four provinces but culturally it is 
multidimensional and is divided into further more classifications. The very first cultural dimension 
is Islamic culture. Since Pakistan is an ideological state many of traits of its culture are linked with 
Islam. People of all the four provinces not only speak different languages but they also have 
different social setups and are having their own styles of life that can be defined as culture as their 
habits, traditions, cuisine, customs and many other dimensions of life are different to each other. 
Furthermore each of the provinces is further divided into different lingual and traditional variances 
i.e. in Baluchistan people are divided mainly to Baloch, Brahvi and pakhtoons. Similarly in Punjab 
there exists Punjabi belt, Seraiki belt, Pothohari belt and certain other divisions. Same is the case 
with the remaining two provinces. These regions not only own different languages but they are 
also having diverse culture. At places this diversion in minor and at other places this diversion 
seems quite prominent. Having such a rich culture, Pakistan could have voluminous literature and 
researches on its culture and cultural because of its centuries old historical existence but 
unfortunately a very limited number of scholars paid attention to the topic. Many of the works 
regarding the culture seems an overview and certain others only touched the topic. The present 
study is an effort to analyse the cultural writings about the Pakistani culture which is divided in 
certain categories to make the study more comprehendible.  
Pakistani Culture 
There are many books available that have focused on the culture and cultural heritage of Pakistan. 
These books have not only studies the life of the common people but also have highlighted other 
facets of national life of the people. Pakistan was created on August 14, 1947 but its cultural base 
it too old. In this region many religions flourished and they had their impact on the lives of the 
people which culminated in making a combination with older traditions of the region. Some of the 
books that discussed culture of Pakistan are briefly discussed below. 
Pakistan: The Identity of Culture by JameelJalibi was published in 1984. The author divided 
this work in ten chapters. Each of the chapters covers a separate aspect of the culture. The author 
not only defined the phrase culture but he also wrote about cultural problems after the 
independence of Pakistan. He further studied problems of national solidarity with reference to the 
culture or cultural diversity. He also tried to comprehend cultural with reference to religion and 
that of the material growth and emphasised the importance of a common culture and language. 
So apparently it seems that the book has covered a broader perspective and took into 
consideration the major things that can help or create impact on the cultural growth or interplay 
of culture and the above mentioned aspects in the life of a nation. (Jalibi, 1984)1 
                                                          
1
In the references page numbers are not included because the basic arguments of the books are discussed 
which cannot be related to any single page of the book. 
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 Mazaar, Baazaris a well-articulated edited work contributed by almost thirty seasoned 
scholars. In this book almost thirty scholars contributed that are divided and united in five 
sections. It consists of Local Popular slogans and icons from mythology and religion. The book 
focuses on the visual culture of Pakistan and is a guide for students and others. It carries 
information about Urdu, English, Arabic and Persian scripts, local designs. It also highlights 
important features of national geography and the last section focuses on the historical cultural 
wealth of the nation like miniature paintings, some designs of Indus Valley civilization and some of 
the pictures relevant with Guru Nanak. The book provides first-hand information about different 
cultural aspects supported by the colourful pictures which makes it easier to grasp the knowledge 
regarding different aspects of the cultural heritage of Pakistan. (Saima, 2009) 
Pakistan: Culture, People and Places by MohammadvShafiSabir seem a comprehensive 
study of life of common people in Pakistan. He has discussed Historical perspective of the region 
with reference to Islam. The author has also highlighted common features of the social life, 
education, wedding ceremonies, RozaKushai (a function at the occasion of observing Roza by a 
child for the first time in life), Eid festivals, ten days of Moharram in which different processions of 
the people are arranged and Niaz (a common invitation to people for food) are arranged mainly by 
Shia community. He author has also focused on music and performing arts, standard of paintings 
with reference to different painters and their painting styles and subjects, tradition of conducting 
mushahira (recitation of poetry by the poets in a gathering of people). In this region generally 
Urdu and Persian poetry is popular along with other local languages. While talking about the 
people of Pakistan one cannot ignore traditions of harvesting seasons as majority of the 
population of Pakistan is linked with agriculture. Mohammad ShafiSabir also did not ignore this 
important feature and mentioned about the songs and other activities during the harvesting times 
as generally people work together in farms of each other to store yield of their crop. The author 
has also discussed evolution of culture during different phases of history of the Subcontinent.It is 
generally a study of Islamic culture mixed with other elements in the life of Muslims as rulers, as 
ruled by the British and later as inhabitants of an independent country, Pakistan. It focuses on 
family life, eating habits, mannerism, dressing attitudes, ornaments, making of housestheir 
interior and exterior as well. Half of the book is written as a tourist guide with a focus on major 
cities important with reference to tourism and discussed important features of these cities like, 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Murree, Quetta, Islamabad, Chittagong and certain other cities. (Sabir, 1970) 
Pakistan Cultureedited by M. H. Siddiqui discusses the great cultural heritage of Pakistan, 
its geography, and other important features of its physical existence. The book is based on the 
concept of discussing the cultural diversity in Pakistan as culture of its different regions is different 
to each other like customs, foods, folk songs, local tales, traditions and music. Another point made 
by the author is the impact of Islam on the culture of this region. For this reason a chapter about 
Sufis of the region is included in the book which is followed by the festivals of Pakistan that are 
based on the Islamic tradition. (Siddiqui, 1990) 
Mohammad A. Qadeer’s workPakistan: Social and Cultural Transformation in a Muslim 
Nation is an analysis of changing patterns of life in Pakistan. Before its creation, majority of its 
population was linked with agriculture but after 1947 the industrial growth not only increased the 
urban population at a rapid rate but it also brought change in the patterns of life of the common 
people. This change brought a state of influx and confusion in the society as the old traditions are 
losing their place and new comparatively more modern traditions are taking over. To counter this 
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change a revivalist Islam has risen to meet the challenge of modernization which is leaving the 
Islamic and traditional moral standards behind. The book is a study of changing patterns of social 
and cultural life of the people of Pakistan.(Qadeer, 2006). 
 M. HanifRaza in Cultural Carvan of Pakistan has provided information about the basis of 
the Pakistani culture as he has discussed important features of the cultural history of this region 
from stone ages till the rule. It has focused on the important features of the culture of this region 
during different time periods which are divided under the heads of civilizations like Kotdiji Culture, 
indus valley Culture, Ghandhara Culture, and the Muslim Culture and has linked the historic 
cultures with that of the contemporary culture of the contemporary relevance of the ancient 
cultures.(Raza, n.d.)  
 Culture Smart! Pakistan by SafiaHaleem is comparatively a comprehensive study of the 
culture of Pakistan as it has covered most of the important aspects of the national culture like 
Land and People which discusses geography, people, history, boundary’s conflict, politics, 
government and economy of Pakistan. Second chapter has discussed family system and attitudes 
of people regarding personal and family life. Third chapter has discussed about the Islamic 
festivals, family functions, literary activities, seasonal and other festivities, weddings, funerals, 
superstitions and folklore. It also has highlighted the attitudes towards making friends, travel 
attitudes cultural activities and other things of life of common people. Although all the author has 
discussed most of the issues very briefly but it gives basic information regarding the life of 
common people in Pakistan. This account can be called brief but comparatively 
comprehensive.(Haleem, n.d.) 
Mohammad Amin, Duncan Willetts and Graham Hancock have provided a travel guide to 
tourists entitled Journey through Pakistan. This book is divided into four sections i.e., the making 
of Pakistan, the magic of Frontier, the river and Plains and the city and the desert. This book 
provides a great deal of knowledge about the people of Pakistan, their culture, traditions and 
historical information about the region with reference to early civilizations. The book is decorated 
with pictures that which provide visual information as well. But it is only a narration of details 
without any kind of analysis.(Amin, 2003. 
Pakistan: Past and Present published by Stacy International, London is an overview of the 
History, Culture, religion, its land, people and Places. The book generally provided important 
features of the ancient civilizations of this region and that of Pakistan. Specifically the chapter that 
exclusively focuses on the culture has discussed Sufi tradition, literary activity, styles of writing, 
growth of theatre, cinema and other performing arts. The Book does not comprehend details but 
it provides an overview of a lot of information regarding different aspects of Socio-cultural life of 
this region.(Stacy, n.d.) 
Culture Shock! Pakistan by Karin Mittmann and ZafarIhsan basically argues that Pakistan is 
culturally different to other countries. The authors have discussed about the day to day life of 
common people, local traditions, street culture, family life, local and regional dances, means of 
transportation, life cycle, wedding ceremonies etc. the authors argue that to get settled in 
Pakistan one needs to understand local culture of this region which make is it easy to adjust with 
the local people.(Mittmann, 1991. 
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Herbert Fledman in his book Pakistan: An Introduction is an overview of the history, 
geography, religious communities, living patterns of common people and the social and cultural 
life of the common people of the region. The book actually is written to provide some information 
to the readers particularly those interested to visit this region. the author himself admits in the 
introduction the book is written with the purpose to guide the people about this region 
particularly to give them some information and increase curiosity to know more through visiting 
this country as the country got its freedom in the recent past but in its historical reference it is full 
of antiquities that are linked with ancient religions and one of the most ancient civilization from 
among the known history of mankind. The book also provides information for the travellers about 
major cities of Pakistan. (Fledman, 1969).Sher Muhammad Garewal’sPakistan: Way of Life and 
Culture has also discussed Pakistan’s land and people in very generalized terms as collection of 
information regarding historic heritage, land, people, means of communication, language, family 
life, role of religion and Pakistan’s links with outer world i.e., the neighbouring countries, Muslim 
world, Commonwealth, United Sates and the United nations.(Garewal, 1985). 
These are some of the books that provide some information about the culture of Pakistan 
but none of these seems a well-researched comprehensive work. The authors hardly made any 
effort to relate ancient cultures with that of the existing one. Culture and cultural changes are 
discussed but the impact of these changes on youth or the life patterns of common people could 
not seek attention of the authors.  
Islamic Culture 
Islam has always played an important role in setting the standards for the cultural formation of 
Pakistan. Generally, Islam is used as a key factor in setting standards in every sphere of life, i.e., 
politics, economy or the social life of the common people. Certain studies are conducted by 
different authors with reference to interplay of Islam and Cultural values, or link of Islam with the 
political culture of Pakistan and that of transformation of a society from secular to an Islamic 
society. 
One of the examples of such studies is Islamic Culture in Pakistan by AbdurRauf.  The book 
actually discusses interplay of religion and culture with a belief that Islam is as old as the existence 
of human beings and it always had positive impact on human social and cultural life.The author 
has also discussed the criticism of other scholars with reference to the Islamic culture believing 
that there exists no such thing like Islamic culture and it is only an adaptation to Greek, Roman or 
Indian culture with certain modifications. The author has highlighted the achievements of Arab 
Muslim scholars the impact of the discoveries of Muslim Spain over the world but unfortunately 
the pace could not be maintained and the Muslims were left in the background of further growth 
in Fifteenth century and afterwards. The Author further discussed positive impact of Islam on the 
sub-continent which actually fascinated the local people with its concept of equality for all the 
people without any discrimination which was contrary to the cast system of local Indian culture 
and that resulted in the social growth of the region. The author also discussed the difficulties that 
were faced by the Muslims after losing government in the region at the hands of the British and 
struggled for a separate homeland that is called Pakistan. The author argues that Islam provides 
guidance for every sphere of life and provides information about role of Islam in our culture 
particularly in house hold, family life, social life, means of education etc.The author further 
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suggests for cultural diffusion of as many regions as possible considering it an important source for 
conflict resolution in the contemporary world. (Rauf, 1989). 
Pakistan a Cultural Unity by S. F. Hassan Faizi is not an extensive study of the cultural base 
of Pakistan. Its major focus is the pre-partition growth of culture but it is important because these 
are the things that provide cultural base to Pakistan. The author has discussed growth of Urdu and 
Persian in this region as lingua franca. He also discussed growth of literature in different languages 
which mainly is themed under the chapters named or linked with different provinces that are now 
part of Pakistan. The author based his study on the origin of culture and the role of Islam in the 
lives of the people. He also took into consideration the impact of Hindu culture on the Muslims 
and that of the onslaught of the European civilization on the pattern of life of Muslims because of 
living together particularly during and after the eighteenth century.(Faizi, 1970). 
Renaissance of Islamic Culture and Civilization in Pakistan  is a study of interplay of religion 
Islam and the local culture. The author has discussed the origin of Islamic culture, the impact of 
Muslim tradition on Indian Culture, decline of Muslim culture in the region during the British rule 
in the subcontinent. The author has discussed in detail the role of Islam and Islamic culture in 
different spheres of national and personal lives of the people of Pakistan.(Rauf, 1965). 
Regional Culture 
Pakistan is geographically divided into four provinces. These provinces are different to each other 
in their climate, their geography, and their physical features. These differences have given birth to 
different cultures. Pakistan can be called a country with diverse cultures in majority of the spheres 
of life. Multiple studies are available that focused on the regional diversity in cultural traditions. 
Some of the works are mentioned that have focused on the regional studies. 
Ihsan H. Nadiem’sBalochistan: Land, History, People has discussed physical features of the 
region. it also specifically mentioned important features of each of the districts of Balochistan. The 
last section of the book with the title ‘Cultural Traits’ has discussed Customs, traditions, religion, 
habits, occupations, dress, jewellery and even the activities of the leisure time of the people. The 
book is decorated with coloured pictures, which makes it easy to grasp whatever is written and 
explained in the text.(Nadiem, 2007). 
Ihsan H. Nadiem’sPunjab: Land, History, People, written by the same author also has 
followed almost the same design. The only difference is that while writing about Balochistan the 
author has discussed each of the districts separately while he divided the Punjab into ‘Traditional 
Regions’ as upper Punjab, Central Punjab, Western Punjab and The lower Punjab. This division is 
actually based on the cultural devoid as this geographical division some is an indicator of cultural 
or traditional division as well. The author has provided the history of the regions as well that 
begins from the pre-historic times till the Sikh rule in the Punjab. Each of the historic period 
brought change in the ruling elite as well that left its own impact on the cultural growth and 
development of the region. The last section provides an overview of the customs, traditions, folk 
lore, fairs, festivals and games that are more popular in the Punjab. The book is also decorated 
with pictures that make it more informative and reader friendly.(Nadiem, 2005).The same author 
has studied culture of Peshawar under the title Peshawar: Heritage, History, Monuments, and 
analysed historical journey of Peshawar through ages under different rulers followed by a 
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discussion about the historical buildings of the region with reference to their historical 
significance. (Nadiem, 2007). 
 Pakistan: Society and Culture edited by StanelyMaron is a collection of essays written by 
different scholars bout different provinces of Pakistan. The basic argument in this work is that the 
country is geographically divided and this geographical division also hints about cultural division in 
its provinces. The book has discussed Bengali urban and village culture, Punjabi urban and rural 
culture. It has also discussed culture of the Pathans of Peshawar and that of Tribal areas. The book 
argues that the reason of differences in the Pakistani society is non-existence of a common 
national culture that could only be created through creative leadership but the leadership proved 
incapable to achieve this goal. (Maron, 1957). 
 Fouzia Aziz Minhallah, Glimpses into Islamabad’s Soulis an important source of 
information about the rich cultural heritage and historical significance of Islamabad. The book has 
also discussed about the buildings and traditions that are saved in Mazar Culture like Bari Imam 
and Golra Sharif along with certain other important features of Islamabad. (Minhallah, 
2007).ShujaatZameer Dar (ed.), Sights in the Sand of Cholistan: Bahawalpur’s History and 
Architecturehas discussed the historical remains of Bahawalpur, a former princely state, which is a 
rich heritage of the region. The author has discussed the architecture of the historical buildings. 
The study of buildings informs about the architectural change in the region through the ages from 
Hakra River Civilization till the recent times.Dar, 2007).Although these books are important source 
of information about different regions and regional cultures but all of them generally lack a 
comparative analysis that could help find common features of the diverse culture of culturally 
divided regions.    
Other Sources  
Along with the major themes of culture in Pakistan there are certain other topics that attracted 
people to write. These works are not focused on national heritage or traditional topics of culture 
but they have their relevance with presently changing society. One of the examples of such works 
is Culture, Class and Development in Pakistan: The Emergence of an Industrial Bourgeoisie in 
Punjab by Anita M. Weiss has discussed the impact of industrial growth on the culture of any 
region for which she focused the impact of industrialization and impact of industrialization on the 
cultural changes in any society.  She tried to explore or define the relationship between the 
traditional society and the modern industrial culture and also cultural factor’s impact on the 
industrial growth of a society. (Weiss, 1991) 
Tariq Masud in his book Pakistan: A Historical and Cultural Panorama has discussed base 
of the Pakistani culture for which he has focused on the archaeological remains of the regions 
from early history of this region. The work mainly focused on the earliest primary history and 
contribution of different people in excavations. The author has also discussed Mughal architecture 
and certain mosques that are depicting the Islamic culture of the region. Different methods of 
calligraphy are also discussed. Pictures of certain important archaeological artefacts and 




The red light area is another important existence in the Pakistani culture with reference to 
performing arts like music and dance but it is generally disowned by its people as they do not want 
to show any connections with any of the inhabitants of such areas still these areas are having a 
rich cultural traditional heritage of the regions. Taboo! The hidden culture of a Red Light Area by 
FouziaSaeed is a well-researched work of this area. FouziaSaeed has discussed in detail the life of a 
prostitute and that of the musicians and others that are linked with this area. She has also 
informed that many of the inhabitants avoid owning their link with this area because of the 
negative attitude of the other people towards the inhabitants of this region. Musicians who use to 
give training to the females of this area have their homes far from the zone. Many of the girls 
linked with the business do not want to live such life but are not left with any other choice as the 
society does not accept them. (Saeed, 2004).The Dancing Girls of Lahoreby Louise Brown is 
another depiction of such an area which shows problems and issues that are faced to the females 
linked with the business but have no way to get out of such life. (Louise Brown, 2009). 
Certain collections of essays and speeches are also available about the culture of Pakistan 
like the Matter of Moment: Fourteen Essays on Literature, Culture and the Nation. M. 
SaiddiqKalim’sPakistan a Cultural Spectrum is also a collection of articles published generally in 
newspapers that cover role of Culture and Literature in Pakistani Society.(Kalim, 1973). 
 Let’s See Pakistan by ArshadWaheedChaudhary is another important work. Although the 
book is written as a travel guide for the tourists either local of foreign but it provides a lot of 
information about cultural heritage of Pakistan.(Chaudhary, 1990).Language, Education and 
Culture in Pakistanby Tariq Rehman has discussed cultural growth and development of education 
with reference to the ethnic divisions in different regions or different ethnic divisions in 
Pakistan.(Rehman, 2011). Pakistani Culture: A Profile by M. Yusuf Abbasi has focused on post-
independence Urdu literature and poetry. It also has brief account of Architecture, Music, 
Calligraphy and paintings. The major focus is the development of above mentioned in the post-
independence with very brief information regarding these arts in pre-independence 
Pakistan.(Abbasi, 1992). 
 Culture and historiography of culture are two separate things that are equally complex 
and difficult to handle. Pakistan is culturally a diverse country with multiple languages, attitudes 
and traditions. Each of its province, region (divided on the basis of language, geography, weather 
etc.), are culturally different. At the same time, most of the regions of Pakistan own a rich cultural 
heritage which has its own historical significance. One important cultural feature of Pakistan is its 
religion. Interplay of local culture with that of the Islam gave birth to a different set of principles 
for the day to day life of common people. Keeping in view all these arguments it can be said that 
there is hardly any book available that provides comprehensive information about the culture of 
Pakistan. Generally overviews are provided about the culture of Pakistan which seems a collection 
of information without any particular theme that is focused. Some of the authors have tried to 
create or explain the relationship of religion and culture and the impact of religion particularly 
Islam on the culture of Muslim majority areas that are included in Pakistan but the fact that the 
local culture also had an impact on the religious practices is almost altogether ignored. Many of 
the efforts regarding studying the culture of Pakistan seem more as travel guides than serious 
researches about the culture and its growth. There exists a dire need to focus on the culture of 
Pakistanas a comprehensive study of the culture of this region.Multiple authors seems having 
almost same information and similar arguments with only slight modifications and generally 
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